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a lovely portrait, about which she has hitherto been unable
to learn anything. Glance therefore brings Sight before
her, and he, after he has saluted the lady as is due,
is shown the jewel, the portrait on which he sees to be
that of his master, Heart. He therefore tells Beauty that
this effigy is that of Prince Heart, the son of King Reason
of the West, whose perfections he extols in so touching
and eloquent a way that Beauty then and there falls in love
with the young Prince. Unable for long to control her passion,
she again summons Sight before her, tells him of her love
for Heart, and prays him to devise some means of bringing
him to her court. Sight replies that this will not be easy,
as the Prince's father keeps him ever secured in the burg of
Body; still as Heart has conceived a great desire for the
Water of Life, it may be possible if Beauty will allow Sight
to take with him one of her courtiers and return to where
the Prince is. Beauty then commissions her mirror-holder
Fantasy (Khayal), who is a clever artist, * to accompany
Sight, to whom she entrusts her signet as a token to Heart. 2
The two set out on their mission, and in due course reach
the burg of Body. Sight has a private interview with Heart,
to whom he tells all his adventures and to whom he presents
Fantasy. The latter in reply to the Prince's questions informs

1  The  mirroi-holder is a servant whose duty it is to hold a mirror before
his or her master or mistress when required. The faculty called Fantasy is so
desciibed  here  because, being the store-house of the reflections cast through
the medium of the outer senses on the Common Sense (see vol. I, p. 50), it
resembles  the  mirror  which  is  conceived  as   storing  within itself the many
reflections thrown upon it. The Fantasy is further described as an artist because
it  presents  to   the mind  pictures  of the things previously perceived by the
Common Sense.

2  Lamici and Wali make Beauty appoint as a second ambassador her musician
Melody (Naghma).  The  passage  describing  the  mission is wanting in Ahi's
fiagmentary veision,  but a  latei   chapter  shows  that he too had intioduced
(or meant to introduce) Melody. Sidqi alone here as elsewhere strictly follows
Fettahi and speaks of one envoy only, namely Fantasy.